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READING | Honesty & Cheating | A Story About Cheating Read - Think - Repair

Name Date Focus

The Boy Who Got Every Answer Right

A mosquito lesson about correct letters, missing learning, and damaged trust

Ari sat down with a reading assignment called The Zoo Overnight Mosquito Mystery. The story
described two twins whose sleeping bags were too short, whose special animal tour featured
mostly empty habitats, and whose best-attended event was an all-you-can-eat mosquito buffet.
Unfortunately, the twins were the buffet. Ari was supposed to read the story and answer ten
guestions using his own brain.

Instead, Ari barely began the story. Then he found the answer key. Ten neat letters were
lined up like ducks that had already done his homework for him. Ari copied the answers onto
his page and presented a nearly perfect assignment. His pencil had done plenty of traveling,
but his brain had barely left the parking lot.

The problem appeared when an adult asked, "Why do female mosquitoes drink blood?" Ari could
not explain it. He also could not name the four stages of a mosquito's life. When asked

whether he had used the answer key, Ari said no. He claimed that he had read the story. He
repeated the denial even though his perfect letters and missing knowledge fit together about

as well as a giraffe wearing roller skates.

Only after the adult kept pointing out the evidence did Ari finally admit what happened: he

had skipped the reading, found the key, copied the answers, and then lied about it. Telling

the truth at that point mattered, but it was not the same as choosing honesty right away.

The copied answers caused one problem. The repeated denials created a second, larger problem
because they made his word harder to trust.

Ari then learned the facts his copied letters had hidden. Only female mosquitoes bite
people. Both males and females usually drink flower nectar, but a female can use nutrients
from blood to help develop her eggs. Mosquitoes notice carbon dioxide from breath, body
heat, and odors from skin. That is one reason one person at a campout may seem to be the
five-star restaurant while someone nearby receives almost no buzzing customers.

A mosquito's life also includes a surprising water chapter. It begins as an egg, becomes a
larva, changes into a pupa, and finally emerges as an adult. The itchy bump after a bite is
not a tiny stomach full of blood hiding under the skin. It is the body's reaction to

mosquito saliva. Ari announced that this was extremely rude of the mosquito: first it steals
a snack, then it leaves behind an itchy thank-you note.

The title was true in the least useful way: Ari had gotten the answer letters right. He had

still failed the real assignment, which was to read, think, and show what he understood. His
repair was to redo the mosquito assignment without the key, explain the science aloud, and
apologize for both cheating and lying. In the future, answer keys would stay with an adult
until his work was complete. Ari could ask for help, but he could not borrow an answer and
pretend it was knowledge. Trust would return through many honest choices, not through one
forced confession.

Honesty reset: Stop. Leave the key alone. Read carefully. Ask an adult for help if needed.

If | cheat, tell the truth immediately. A delayed admission does not erase repeated lies.

Ari's Behavior Reflection Practice - Story My own honest work is how | learn and rebuild trust.
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READING | Honesty & Cheating | Comprehension Questions Read - Think - Repair

Name Date Focus

Circle the best answer. Questions 1-10

What was the title of Ari's original
reading assignment?

A. The Reef's Most Honest Worker

B. The Zoo Overnight Mosquito Mystery

C. The Giraffe on Roller Skates

D. The Ten Homework Ducks

What did Ari do instead of reading the
whole mosquito story?

A. He asked an adult to read it aloud.

B. He completed only the clock questions.

C. He found the answer key and copied its letters.
D. He wrote a new story about ducks.

Which question could Ari not explain after

turning in his answers?
A. Why do female mosquitoes drink blood?
B. Why are sleeping bags made of cloth?
C. How fast can a giraffe roller-skate?
D. Why do ducks line up?

When did Ari finally admit what he had
done?

A. Before anyone asked about the assignment
B. As soon as he found the answer key

C. Atfter the adult kept confronting him with the
evidence

D. Only after he redid every question correctly

Why did Ari's repeated denials make the
situation worse?

A. They made his handwriting harder to read.

B. They created a second trust problem in addition
to the cheating.

C. They caused the mosquito facts to change.

D. They allowed the answer key to disappear.

Ari's Behavior Reflection Practice - Questions

Why do female mosquitoes use nutrients from

blood?

A. To help develop their eggs

B. To make their wings grow larger

C. To turn larvae into fish

D. To stop themselves from smelling flowers

Which three clues can help mosquitoes
locate a person?

A. Hair color, shoe size, and voice

B. Moonlight, tree bark, and sleeping bags
C. Carbon dioxide, body heat, and skin odors
D. Pencil marks, paper, and flower petals

What is the correct mosquito life-cycle
order from the story?

A. Egg, larva, pupa, adult
B. Egg, pupa, larva, adult
C. Larva, egg, adult, pupa
D. Adult, egg, pupa, larva

o According to the story, what causes the
itchy bump after a bite?

A. A mosquito egg under the skin

B. The body's reaction to mosquito saliva
C. Flower nectar left in the bite

D. The sound of the mosquito's wings

What repair plan did the story give Ari?
. Keep the copied answers but promise not to do it
again
B. Redo the assignment honestly, explain the facts,
and apologize for cheating and lying
C. Complete only the questions he already remembers
D. Hide the answer key before an adult sees it

My own honest work is how | learn and rebuild trust.
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REFLECTION | Honesty & Cheating | Own It, Repair It, Change It Read - Think - Repair

Name Date Focus

Complete this page before checking the answers.

Be honest and specific. A truthful reflection is the first step toward rebuilding trust.

e Describe the full sequence: what reading | skipped, how | used the key, and what |
claimed afterward.

e Why were correct answer letters not the same as completing the reading assignment?

e How was my repeated lying a separate problem from the original cheating?

° What should | have said the first time an adult asked whether | used the answer
key?

e How will I complete the mosquito assignment honestly and prove that | understand
the facts?

e Write three specific actions | will use to rebuild trust on future assignments.

Ari's Behavior Reflection Practice - Reflection My own honest work is how | learn and rebuild trust.
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ANSWER KEY | Honesty & Cheating | Review After Reflection Read - Think - Repair

Name Date Focus

Reading Answers

1. B 6. A
2. C 7. C
3. A 8. A
4. C 9. B
5. B 10. B

Adult Check-In

Ari stated that he skipped the mosquito story and copied from the answer key.

Ari stated that he denied cheating and continued lying when first confronted.

Ari understands that a confession after being cornered differs from immediate honesty.
The original mosquito assignment was redone without access to the answer key.

Ari can explain the mosquito facts aloud in his own words.

Ari understands that trust returns through repeated honest choices, not one promise.

Trust-rebuilding plan

Honest redo or repair completed:

Next opportunity to demonstrate honest work:

Adult notes:

Ari's Behavior Reflection Practice - Answer Key My own honest work is how | learn and rebuild trust.



