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READING | Honesty & Cheating | A Story About Cheating Read - Think - Repair

Name Date Focus

The Reef's Most Honest Worker

A surprising reef lesson about shortcuts, consequences, and trust

Ari's class visited the Coral Discovery Center for a reef scavenger hunt. Each student
received a clipboard and ten questions. Ms. Chen gave one clear rule: everyone had to find
and write his or her own answers. The prize was a glow-in-the-dark squid bookmark. Ari
wanted that bookmark so badly that he was already planning where its eight glowing arms
would sleep.

At the first tank, Ari spent more time making submarine noises than reading. When Ms. Chen
called, "Two minutes left!" he had five blank spaces. Elliana's answers were visible beside
him. Ari peeked and copied them, including her strange answer that fish mucus was
"underwater sunscreen." He earned nine out of ten. Unfortunately, Ellie had written that

silly phrase only as a joke in the margin. Their matching words made Ari's shortcut about as
secret as a walrus wearing tap shoes.

Ms. Chen did not yell. She took back the squid bookmark and asked Ari to join the aquarium
guide at the cleaner-wrasse tank. A blue-streak cleaner wrasse wiggled at a special spot on
the reef called a cleaning station. Larger "client" fish visited and held still. Some even
allowed the tiny cleaner near their gills or mouths. The wrasse ate ectoparasites - small
creatures living on the outside of another animal - and received a meal while the client

lost unwanted pests. This helpful trade is a kind of mutualism because both animals benefit.

Then the guide revealed the title's trick: the reef's "most honest worker" sometimes cheats.
Cleaner wrasses may prefer a bite of the client's protective mucus instead of the parasites
they are supposed to remove. A cheated client may jolt, end the visit, chase the cleaner, or
swim to a different cleaning station. The wrasse gets one tempting bite but may lose the
rest of its meal. Ari whispered, "That is exactly what happened to my glowing squid, except
nobody chased me around the aquarium."

The guide shared an even stranger fact. Other client fish sometimes watch a cleaning session
before choosing a cleaner. Experiments have found that cleaner wrasses can behave more
cooperatively when a bystander fish is watching. One dishonest bite can send the current
customer away and discourage the next one. Ari imagined a line of fish holding tiny review
cards: "One star. The service was slimy, and not in the good way."

Ari understood the comparison. His copied score looked good, but it did not prove that he

had learned anything. He had also damaged trust. Ms. Chen could no longer accept his paper
without wondering whose thinking was on it. Like the cleaner wrasse, Ari had traded a larger
benefit - learning and being trusted - for one quick reward.

Ari apologized to Ellie and Ms. Chen. He redid all ten questions alone and then explained
three wrasse facts aloud: cleaning stations are real, ectoparasites live on the outside of a
host, and watching clients can affect a cleaner's behavior. His new score was eight out of
ten, lower than the copied score but completely his. He did not receive the squid bookmark
that day. He did receive something better to carry forward: an honest result showed what he
knew, what he needed to practice, and how he could earn trust back one choice at a time.

Honesty reset: Stop. Cover other work. Ask for help. Turn in only my own thinking.

An honest mistake shows what | need to learn; a copied answer hides it.

Ari's Behavior Reflection Practice - Story My own honest work is how | learn and rebuild trust.
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READING | Honesty & Cheating | Comprehension Questions Read - Think - Repair

Name

Circle the best answer.

What prize did Ari hope to earn?

. A coral-shaped eraser
B. A glow-in-the-dark squid bookmark
C. A cleaner-wrasse toy
D. A free aquarium lunch

Why did Ari still have five blank spaces
near the end?

A. His pencil broke inside the tank.

B. Ellie hid all of the exhibit signs.

C. He spent time making submarine noises instead of
reading.

D. The guide gave him a different worksheet.

What matching phrase helped reveal that Ari
had copied?

A. Underwater sunscreen

B. Glowing squid arms

C. Walrus tap shoes

D. Coral Discovery Center

What happens at a cleaner wrasse's cleaning
station?

A. Client fish learn to make submarine sounds.
B. A wrasse removes and eats parasites from
visiting fish.

C. Large fish build nests for small fish.

D. The wrasse teaches clients how to glow.

What is an ectoparasite?

. A creature that lives on the outside of another
animal
B. A plant that grows only inside coral
C. A fish that never visits a cleaning station
D. A protective layer of fish mucus

Ari's Behavior Reflection Practice - Questions

Date Focus

Questions 1-10

Q How can a cleaner wrasse cheat a client?

By refusing to wiggle at the station
B. By hiding the client's parasites
C. By taking protective mucus instead of removing
parasites
D. By giving the client a glowing bookmark

Which consequence for a cheating wrasse is
described in the story?

A. The client may leave, chase it, or choose
another cleaner.

B. The client must finish the wrasse's worksheet.
C. The wrasse permanently loses its blue stripe.
D. The entire reef becomes dark.

What unusual fact did the guide share about
bystander fish?

A. They count every parasite on a client.

B. They may watch a cleaning session before
choosing a cleaner.

C. They always chase honest cleaners away.
D. They make mucus for the cleaner wrasse.

o How did Ari repair part of the harm he
caused?

A. He changed Ellie's joke answer.

B. He kept the copied score but returned the
bookmark.

C. He blamed the short time limit.

D. He apologized, redid all ten questions alone,
and explained facts aloud.

Why was Ari's honest score of eight more
useful than his copied score of nine?
A. It showed what he truly knew and still needed to
practice.
B. It guaranteed that he would receive two prizes.
C. It proved Ellie's answers were all incorrect.
D. It allowed him to skip the rest of the exhibit.

My own honest work is how | learn and rebuild trust.
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REFLECTION | Honesty & Cheating | Own It, Repair It, Change It Read - Think - Repair

Name Date Focus

Complete this page before checking the answers.

Be honest and specific. A truthful reflection is the first step toward rebuilding trust.

e Describe exactly what | did that counted as cheating. Do not minimize it or blame
someone else.

e What honest work or learning did | avoid when | cheated?

e How might my choice make an adult question whether my future work is really mine?

° Who was affected by my cheating, and how can | repair the harm with each person?

e What should | do next time | do not know an answer or feel tempted to take a

shortcut?

e Write three specific actions | will use to rebuild trust through honest work.

Ari's Behavior Reflection Practice - Reflection My own honest work is how | learn and rebuild trust.
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ANSWER KEY | Honesty & Cheating | Review After Reflection Read - Think - Repair

Name Date Focus

Reading Answers

1. B 6. C
2. C 7. A
3. A 8. B
4. B 9. D
5. A 10. A

Adult Check-In

The child described the actual cheating behavior clearly and without excuses.

The child identified the work or learning avoided by taking the shortcut.

The child explained how cheating damages confidence in future work.

The repair plan includes an honest redo when appropriate and an apology.

The child named what to do when stuck: pause, ask for help, and keep work independent.

The child understands that trust returns through repeated honest choices, not one promise.

Trust-rebuilding plan

Honest redo or repair completed:

Next opportunity to demonstrate honest work:

Adult notes:

Ari's Behavior Reflection Practice - Answer Key My own honest work is how | learn and rebuild trust.



